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Shooting Suspect Linked to Ex- 


. This article continues an investigation by The Times into the trans- 
fer abroad of advanced technology , military equipment and expertise by 
former United States intelligence agents and military personnel 

Key issues involve Federal control over such transfers how they 
were made and the role of the Central Intelligence Agency in the activi- 
ties of Edwin P. Wilson, a former agent+who is now a fugitive living in 
Libya. Mr. Wilson and another former agent were indicted in 1980 on 
charges of exporting explosives to Libya to help train terrorists. Other 
former C.I A. employees have business ties to Mr. Wilson. . 

Previous articles have reported on an attempt by Mr. Wilson to sell 
restricted American computer technology to the Soviet Union, Mr. Wil- 
son’s use of Green Beret troops totrain terrorists in Libya, evidence that 
investigators say links Mr. Wilson to the suspect in the attempted mur- 
■ der of a Libyan student in Colorado, allegations that a company con- 
trolled by Mr. Wilson bribed a former Federal official, and efforts by a 

small Califondacompany to sell sophisticatedtechnology abroad. 

Last weekr.it was reported that, according to associates of Mr. Wil- 
son, American pilots and mechanics that he recruited are flying and 
maintaining planes for the Libyan. Air Force.' .-,v : 


This article is based on reporting by 
Phi lip Taubman and. Jeff Certh and was 
writtenbyMr. Taubman. V i.' i. : 

Special toTb» Yort Tboct . ^ pP ' V 

LONDON, Octc 24— The man accused 
of attempting, to assassinate av Libyan 
student in Colorado last year found 
sanctuary four months later at an iso- 
lated English farm owned by Edwin P7 
Wilson, a former American intelligence 
agent who is now a fugitive in Libya, ac- 
cording to neighbors and local mer- 
chants in England. ’ 

The accused assassin, Eugene A. Ta- 
| foya, lived in a bungalow at Broxmead 
[Farm, about 35 miles south of London, 
for three weeks in February, the neigh- 
bors and merchants said. They said he 
, had been escorted to the farm by a busi- 
ness associate of Mr. Wilson. . .. ! 

The neighbors said they did not learn 
until earlier this month that Mr. Tafoya 
faced criminal charges, fie is currently 
being held in Fort Collins, Colo., pend- 
ing trial on state charges. 

The neighbors and merchants, who j 
asked not to be named, said they had j 
met Mr. Tafoya in the course of business j 
while he was at the farm and had also 
met other Wilson associates whostayed 
at the properties. The ndghSors were j 
shown photographs of Mr. Tafoya and ! 
confirmed that he was the man who bad ; 
visited the farm for three weeks^ $ 
Federal investigator looking into the 
attempted assassination s£d in July 
[ that they had found evidence, including 
. bank and telephone records, that linked 
^MrrTafoya-to Mr. Wilson. On the basis 
of that evidence, investigators said they 
believed that Mr. Wilson might have : 
been responsible for arranging the Oct 
14, 1980, attack against the Libyan _stu- j 
dent, Faisal ZagaQal, an outspoken <’ 
critic of CoL Muammar d-Qaddati, the* 
r leader of Libya, 


> j*" Federal investigators sai<f this week 
i that they were unaware that Mr. Tafoya 
lived on Mr. Wilson’s farm last winter, 
i They said that the Federal Bureau of In- 
j vestigation and Scotland Yard, which 
t haddiscovered the existence of the farm 
i in March, had kept it under surveillance 
since then in the hope that Mr. Wilson 
j might go there himself: ^ 

) . . However, neighbors said they were 
never questioned by any. American or 
British authorities about the farm or 
Mr. Tafoya. Mr. Tafoya’s 'telephone 
reco rds, according to Federal invest iga- J 
• tors, - contained numerous calls earlier*] 
i this year to a telephone* number that] 

j proved to be the number of the phone in 

the bungalow. Justice Department offi- 
1 ^als declined to comment on why invest 
i 'tigators, despite the telephone records^ 
had not attempted to see if Mr. Tafoya^ 
evervisitedth»farm//V> / 4 .* 

AtthetrmeJMr.Tafoya was at the 
j farm, he was cot wanted for arrest or 
i questioning in the shooting because au^ 

I thorities in Fort Collins did not have the « 
| name of possible suspects. The first-1 
| break in the case, the tracing of the* 
handgun used in the shooting to a Flor- 
Ida man who said he sold it to Mr. Taw 
I foya, did not happen until March. A war-* : 
rant for Mr. Tafoya’s arrest was issued' ; 
in Fort Collins on April 12, 1981, accord- 
• ing to court records. ~t. ^ 

Significant New Development Seen 
Authorities in Fort Collins,i according 
to officials there, have considered ’ 
charging Mr. Wilson as a co-conspira- 
tor, but have felt they lacked sufficient 
evidence. These authorities said that* 
Mr. Tafoya’s presence at the farm was a* 
new and significant development. The, 
trial of Mr. Tafoya, who was arrested by - 
F.B.I. agents in New Mexico on April 22J 
is scheduled to begin Nov. 2.: ^ 


dlctea Dy a reaerai grace jury in Wash- 
ington last year on charges of illegally 
shipping explosives to Libya as part of a 
scheme to train* terrorists there. The 
charges were expanded in a new indict- 
ment made public yesterday 
Mr. Wilson has refused to return re- 
peated telephone calls placed to him in 
Libya. ' • -*/ ; . . . . 

Several Associates Visited 

Residents living near the farm, which ■- 
is one of two properties that Mr. Wilson i 
owns near Haywards Heath in West Sus- 
sex, said Mr. Tafoya was one of many ; 
people apparently associated with Mr. ; 
Wilson who have stayed at the proper- 
* ties. j 

The last visitor, a Wilson business as- 
sociate. named John Heath, deoarted 
two weeks ago, the neighbors said. Mr, ‘ 
Heath, according to a former business 
associate of Mr. Wilson, is one of the 
American ordnance experts Mr. Wilson 
recruited in 1979 to build terroristbombs 
inLibya. . 

The neighbors said that Mr. Wilson 
had visited the properties only once, two 
years ago, but that his associates had 
held business meetings there. Two of the 
•three homes are equipped with Telex 
| machines. p-*” ... 

; - The country estates, which have been 
offered for sale several times in recent 
years for a total price of about $1 mil- 
lion, are substantial rural retreats that 
apparently form part of Mr,- Wilson’s 
base of operations in England. The other 
part is a London office that serves asthe I 
English headquarters for at least five 
European- and African-based compa- 
nies that are controlled by Mr. Wilson. 

Recruitment Offlceln London 
The London office coordinates the re- 
cruitment of American and other West- 
'em pilots and: aircraft mechanics who 
have been flying, and ; maintaining 
! Libyan Air Force aircraft since at least 
T980, according to associates of Mr. Wil- 
son. -VP M:- i 

r Federal investigators say Mr. Wilson 
moved his base of private business^ 
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